
 

 

 
 

March 11, 2014 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper 

Office of the Prime Minister 

80 Wellington Street 

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2 

 

 

Re: Northern Gateway Project 

 

 

Dear Prime Minister Harper, 

 

We know that you are thinking about our economy, our jobs, and the continued 
development of our natural resources in a way that will benefit Canadians for all 
generations to come. So are we.  That is why we are writing to inform you of significant 
shortcomings in the National Energy Board's approval of the Northern Gateway project. 

 

We are an independent group of Professional Engineers and Engineering Professors 
from British Columbia.  We have spent our careers working on the extraction and 
transportation of natural resources in this country and we understand that these 
industries are a fundamental part of our Canada’s economy.   At the same time, we 
recognize that our natural environment is also an important resource that must be 
protected for the health and prosperity of all future Canadians.  With these two 
objectives in mind we undertook an independent analysis of the marine shipping aspects 
of the Northern Gateway project. 

 

We regret to inform you that the current regulatory process has failed to reach an 
acceptable balance between these conflicting requirements in three principal ways: 

 

1. The risk calculations provided by Northern Gateway are based to a considerable 
extent on unjustified assumptions.  We pursued answers to these issues as 
intervenors in the Joint Review Panel (JRP) process, but have yet to find 
anything that addresses our concerns, whether in Northern Gateway's responses 
to our questions or the JRP's final report and 209 conditions.   We are left to 
conclude that the risks of a major tanker spill on the BC coast are unknown, and 
are likely much higher than what is being claimed. 

 

2. Since the marine oil transport industry funds available for cleanup and damages 
are limited to $1.35 billion, a significant portion of the costs of a major spill will be 
borne by taxpayers.  This is inconsistent with the "polluter pays" principle avowed 
by Transport Canada. 



 

 

 

 

3. There is still considerable debate about whether or not a spill of diluted bitumen 
into a marine environment can be effectively cleaned up.  Without an actionable 
understanding of this product's behaviour in a marine spill, we conclude that the 
ability to clean up a spill is unknown, as are the costs of cleanup and damage to 
the environment.  We recognize that research is underway to inform this debate, 
but we find it presumptuous that the project has been approved without placing 
conditions on the outcome of this research. 

 

Our concerns are explained in detail on our website: www.concernedengineers.org.  

 

We ask that you take immediate action to address these shortcomings. We would like to 
be assured that the Northern Gateway and similar future projects are reviewed in a 
manner consistent with the National Energy Board's stated mandate of conducting a 
thorough, independent, science-based review of all the facts to determine whether these 
projects are in the interest of Canadians. 

 

We kindly request that you respond to our above concerns as soon as practicable. 

 

Sincerely, 

  

 

Brian Gunn, on behalf of CPE  

 

 

 

Concerned Professional Engineers 

concernedpeng@gmail.com 

www.concernedengineers.org 
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